
Finding by Law Enforcement and/or Social Services

Children in Need of Protection or Services (CHIPS)

Referral to Stearns County Family & Children Services

Delinquent Act(s)
Or 

Juvenile Petty 
Offense(s)

YES

ARREST

With or Without 
Citation, Release 

to Parent(s)/
Legal 

Guardian(s)

Citation: Detain
*Secure 

Detention
*Non-Secure 

(Shelter Care)

Reports sent to 
County 

Attorney’s Office 
for consideration 
of formal charges

Prosecutor reviews citation and/or law enforcement report(s) & witness 
statements for evidence of proof that a crime was committed

YESNO

Social Services

Juvenile 
Delinquency 

Court process 
ends

Qualifies for Juvenile Diversion Program?

YES NO

Citation / Petition sent to 
Court

NO

Informal Handling:
*Formal Warning

*Community Resource 
Referral

*Counsel & Release to 
Parent(s)/Legal 

Guardian(s)

Optional

Unsuccessful Completion
 of Diversion Program

Law Enforcement

CHIPS Process

Voluntary 
participation in 

Juvenile 
Diversion 
Program

Omnibus Hearing:
Defendant may 

contest constitutional / 
legal issues relevant to 

the case

*Trial by Court
*Plea of Guilty (Admission)

JUVENILE COURT
Options include (not limited to):

*Reprimand & Release
*Adjudicated as Delinquent

*Restitution & Apology
*Fine

*Community Work Service
*Treatment / Programming
*Probationary Supervision
*Out-of-Home Placement

*Finding of Guilt / Conviction 
(Adjudication)

http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/5539.htm
http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/5625.htm
http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/1062.htm
http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/5621.htm
http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/5623.htm
http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/5661.htm

